
          Madison N.J. 
          May 31st 1886. 
My own darling Harry, 
 Your dear letter was rec’d this afternoon.  Indeed I am getting comfort in the tho’t that 
our separation is nearly ended.  Five weeks from Wednesday we will be married.  I can hardly 
realize that there is so little time before the wedding.  I will not be able to take things very easy 
until after the wedding.  There seems such a lot left to do, but I am not worrying, for I know 
every thing that is necessary will be finished in time.  I will order the invitations as soon as I go 
home, and by the way I must tell you when I am going, so that you will know where to send my 
letters.  I am going early on Monday A.M. for it wont be safe to delay the order for the 
invitations, and I must go and attend to it as soon as possible.  I will finish my work on 
Sat[urday]. and or that is I cant have Laura [Burch] after that time, and so I will have something 
left, but can do those at home, and my work here will be over on Sat[urday]. and we all think 
that I had better leave on Monday A.M. so that I can see about the invitations.  I can get the 
envelopes when I give the order, and go right to work on them, for we will have at least 300 
envelopes to address, (counting invitations & announcements) and perhaps more.  The 
invitations must be sent three weeks from Wed[nesday]. & the announcements must be all 
ready to send right after the wedding, but I am not going to do anything about the 
announcements it till after you come home, and then you can decide what style you like best, 
and I’ll direct them while you are up here.  Bessie Stoddart said she would help me if I wanted 
her to, so I guess there wont be any doubt about our getting all that done.  I think your mother 
is worrying some for fear there wont be time to attend to so many things.  Annie Wisner will be 
at our house for a week before the wedding, and she’ll direct a lot of announcements for us.  
After I go home mamma’s dress for the wedding must be made, and we will not have much 
peace & quiet.  Mamma wont have a chance to get blue, and I will be glad of that.  I do hope 
the servant question will be settled soon.  I had another letter from mamma today & everything 
is in an uproar, and she is almost worn out.   

Darling I dont know what to say about the ushers.  Ed W[oodruff]’s letter sounds well 
enough, but I doubt if it is all so.  I think he cant be depended on. and He dont know what may 
come up for that day, & he wants to leave it so he can step out. but He thinks there may be 
some thing he’d rather do, & he dont want to tie himself down.  I guess he could manage it if he 
wanted to, but we dont want any slippery persons in for ushers.  I am glad he wrote that he was 
uncertain for now we will not depend on him and wont have him in as first or last man.  Have 
you heard yet from Charlie [Uebelacker]?  I suppose not or you would have said so.  I guess he 
wrote to know what his mother & father tho’t of it, & will let you know when he hears from 
them.  I guess we will have to let this rest till you come home.  If Charlie accepts the position I 
guess we can find some other man to act with him, but if C[harlie]. goes back on us we will be 
at a loss to find two men.  You might write at once to Mr. Dewey & find out whether he could & 



would act, & have that settled before you come home.  If he cant, we’ll talk things over after 
you come home & do the best we can.  Many thanks for sending you father’s letter.  I dont  
wonder that you enjoyed it.  It is a splendid letter.  Thank you also for Prof[essor]. Rice’s letter.  
It was very nice indeed.  He speak as tho’ there was some chance of their coming to the 
wedding, & as they haven’t decided that they wont come, it looks very much as tho’ they might 
come, and as tho’ they meant to come if possible.  I was surprised to hear about Amherst being 
such a one horse concern.  I have always had an idea that it was a fine college, but of course I 
dont know any thing about it, and only got my idea from what I have heard, but you know my 
advice has been, every time, to stick to Purdue till you could better yourself.  Oh darling how 
lovely it will be to be able to talk things over.  I am so tired waiting, and so miserable without 
you.  Darling I will put on my thinking cap & think up some one to act as usher, but you can 
write Mr. Dewey, & then if he dont accept we will talk it over after you come home.  Now 
darling I must stop and go to bed as it must be midnight.  I couldn’t write early in the eve[ning].  
I am just wild to hear what you think about Carrie & if you were astonished etc.   She didn’t get 
a letter today, but it will all be settled tomorrow.  Your Aunt Mag & Jule & John will go home 
tomorrow.  Now my darling[,] goodnight. Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  

With deepest love[,] more than I can measure from your 
              Effie. 
 
I got your letter in after all when we drove over for Laura, but I had to take it to the 

depot & as the mail had closed. 
 
  
 


