
          No. 51 West 37th St. 
         N.Y. May 9th 1886. 
My own darling darling Harry 

I am feeling dreadfully lost without your letter.  I cant tell you how I miss it.  I am so 
disgusted about the Station E. P[ost]. O[ffice]. being moved, and am so glad that I have only a 
short time to suffer from it.  Mamma didn’t think it would be right for me to go down to the 
place where it is now, and tho’t that it would be worse on Sunday than any other day.  She 
didn’t feel willing to have me go, tho’ she didn’t actually forbid my going.  She said it was too 
bad that the location had been changed, and seemed to feel very sorry to have me 
disappointed, but said she didn’t think I ought to go, and I felt the same way darling, and I knew 
you’d object to my going too.  Still I was strongly tempted to go just this once, for I couldn’t 
bear to wait for my letter, but I finally gave it up, for when it came to the pinch I could not make 
up my mind to go there for it, & hard as it is to go without it, I still feel that it was best, & I’m 
glad I didn’t go.  I would have done it if I had felt that I would have to lose that letter entirely if I 
didn’t get it today, but as I knew I would be sure to get it tomorrow, I tho’t I had better wait for 
it, tho’ I hated to, & knew how dreadfully hard it would be to do without it.  I didn’t give up 
going till this A.M. but when it came to the point, I backed out.  I will be more anxious even 
than usual for tomorrow’s mail.  Darling I want you to make out a list of the friends you are 
most anxious to have at the wedding.  I have all the relatives I think, but you know that with 
friends we have got to draw the line some where, and cant have every body, so in making out 
the final list I want to be sure to choose the friends you care most for.  You know we put down 
a long list of all the friends we could think of, but you didn’t go over it, and tell me which ones 
were the most important, and I will have to have some idea about it.  Write a list of those who 
cant come, & one of doubtful ones, and another of those who will be likely to come, and on this 
last list, put xx along side the most important names, and then I will know better what to count 
on, and will know how to choose the right ones.  over Along side the names of those you’d like 
if possible, but who are not absolutely necessary, put x, and those you dont care much about 
put o.  We want to limit the number of people who will come to 100 if possible.  Of course 
there will be a great many “can’t comes,” so that there will be a good many more than 100 
invitations, but we want to get the thing straightened out, and find out how the most important 
ones, & how many will be likely to come.  Of course we cant tell positively about who will come, 
but we cant can guess pretty near it, and can tell about who to count on, and darling at the 
same time, if you can, you had better write the addresses, for we will want those too, but if you 
are rushed you needn’t bother, for you’ll get home in time for that, but the names are needed 
now, and we’d like them as soon as you can send them.  You needn’t put down any relatives for 
I have got them all in on both sides, that is all you seemed to care about, but I will go to your 
mother about that, to be sure that they are all down, so you needn’t worry about that, but I 
want you to choose the friends you are most particular about, and I dont want any one to 



choose for you, for if you have a whole lot of relatives you dont care a pin for, you have them 
for your mother’s & father’s sakes, and not for your own, for you dont care what some of those 
relatives relatives think, and neither do I, but for our parents’ sakes we must have them, but 
when it comes to friends outside the family, we will do our own choosing, and so I dont want to 
consult your mother or the girls about your friends, for I think you ought to have your say, and I 
want if possible to have your list before I go to Madison.  Also make out the announcement list, 
for you know we have only a few names on that list.  How do you feel about the Van Sants?  Of 
course we’ll invite Will, but I mean the rest of the family.  I dont see why we cant invite Will 
without the others, unless you really care about the others.  You never seemed to be very fond 
of them, and I dont know how you feel about having them.  You have been intimate with Will, 
and of course I dont mean him, for I should expect him, but there are a good many in the 
family, and of course if we have them all, we must leave out some other people.  If you care 
enough about them for that, I should want to have them, for I want the your share of the 
invitations to go just where you want them to, to the friends you care for most, & it dont make 
any difference whether they are particular favorites of mine or not, and if you are put xx by all 
the all Van Sants, I should want to have them.  You might get it down to a still finer point and 
mark several xxxx.  The ones with the greater number after them, would be the first ones to go 
on my list, but you can arrange it as you like, & then tell me what your plan is.  We have not 
found out yet when Dr. A[llen]. takes his vacation, so I cant tell yet whether we’ll be able to 
have the wedding in the aft[ernoon]. but I’ll arrange it for aft[ernoon]. if I can.  We will have to 
settle it before very long, for the invitations have to be ordered a long time ahead, so that there 
will be time to address them, & send them out two weeks before the 7th of July.  Another thing 
is, that even at Dempsey & Carroll’s and at Tiffany’s, they sometimes have to do them all over.  
I know Mr. Runk’s had to be done over, & they hadn’t allowed time for it, & it was a regular 
scratch to get them ready in time.  The first time they were done the plate must have been bent 
a little in some way, for the girl’s name was like this [only the upper parts of the letters are 
written in].  Her name is Louise & it looked as tho’ it had been sliced in two & it only showed 
the upper part of each letter.  Well we will have enough to do the last minute without any such 
mess, so I want to allow time enough.  The Runk’s invitations didn’t even have time to dry, & 
they didn’t look as clear & nice as they should have done.  And as As soon as it is possible to set 
the hour, and every thing necessary, I shall order the invitations, and I think it ought to be done 
before I go to Madison if it is a possible thing.  Darling there isn’t any news to tell you.  That is, 
the only news is not pleasant news.  We are about to have another servant row.  We are to 
have Sarah, as soon as the family she is with, go to the country.  We would not be mean enough 
to take her way from them now, tho’ I dont know but what she would come now rather than 
lose the place.  I dont know how long we will have to wait, but while we are waiting I suppose 
we’ll have a terrible time.  Anna has gone.  She acted like a perfect fiend, and we were glad 
enough to have her go.  We could have kept her till we got some one, but we tho’t we’d rather 



do the work ourselves than to put up with her.  She wanted mamma to forgive her, but mamma 
said she wouldn’t do it.  Her work hasn’t been decent for the last week or ten days, and she has 
been too impudent for any use, and we could not stand it any longer.  She told mamma that 
she had wished she wouldn’t have such hard feelings toward her, & added “I dont feel so 
toward you.”  Mamma said “Well I dont see why you have a reason to.”  Anna said “I haven’t.  
You’ve all been very kind to me,” and mamma told her she tho’t we had been altogether too 
kind, and that she have had been as hateful as could be in return.  I just wish you could have 
seen the things she washed.  We have got to put every thing in this week’s wash again.  Not a 
single piece is decent to wear.  Mamma made me so provoked because the she let the fiend 
stay all night.  It was pouring, & Anna actually had the cheek to ask to stay all night, & mamma 
was foolish enough to let her stay.  After the way she had acted I would have been only too glad 
to have a chance to see her go off in such a storm, and mamma says now she is sorry she let her 
stay, but she hated to send her off in the pouring rain. We had a girl engaged but she 
disappointed us, and so we have only Charles and the greeny mamma got to do some cleaning 
& the rough work, and we have been having a regular circus all day.  Mamma discovered that 
the chickens she ordered for today, hadn’t come with the other things, and we had a great fuss, 
but we sent Cha[rle]s. out and we managed to get some veal, so we were not left without meat 
for dinner.  Darling do you realize that I have only this week and next week to give music 
lessons, and that the week after, the wedding excitement will begin?  I know darling you do 
realize it as much as I do, tho’ you will not be in the excitement till about the middle of June.  I 
wish you could be here all thro’ it, but perhaps I wouldn’t get thro’ as much work, for if you 
were around we’d go off together for a “few minutes,” & would spend an hour or two without 
realizing it, and I am afraid you would not be much help as far as the work is concerned, but I’d 
be so awfully happy to have you with me.  Oh Harry how happy we will be to be together, and 
to feel that we are thro’ with separations.  I must leave you now my darling for the supper bell 
rang some time ago but I could not stop just then.  Goodbye my own darling boy.  With love 
unbounded from your 
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ   Effie. 
 
Darling I enclose the list with names of your friends.  It may be of some help.  The 
announcements are by themselves, but you’ll probably want to add more names.  The other list 
is the one I’m anxious to have soon, but you can take your time with the announcement list.  I 
have put down every name you gave me and I want you to fix them in shape just as you want 
them. 

Deepest love, your Effie 
 


