
         Madison N.J. 
         June 2nd 1886. 
My darling darling Harry, 

I couldn’t write yesterday, and last night I was very tired and my eyes were all used up, 
& I tho’t I’d better not attempt to write.  I am awfully busy today, but I am bound to write 
something.  Paul & George sail at 7 A.M. Saturday, and the girls are going to N.Y. on Friday to 
see them.  Mag is going to Roseville this aft[ernoon]. and will do some shopping in Newark, & 
meet the girls on Friday, and go with them.  She says she will go up & see mamma, and tell her 
about my dresses.  In the aft[ernoon] they will go to the steamer to meet the boys, and say 
goodbye.  Miss A[damson].[,] Sue, & Mag are the ones who will go.  Carrie says she will stay 
home & help your mother.  I want to send this letter when Mag goes over, and I hope that they 
will bring me a letter from you.  Darling I rec’d your dear letter yesterday.  I think your plan, of 
packing every thing before you come home, is a wise one, for tho’ we will probably be at 
Purdue, and I have no idea of being anywhere else next year, we cant tell anything about it, and 
if, by any possible chance, you could get a better place, nearer home, it would, as you say, be 
very awkward to get your things if they were not packed.  If they are packed, there will be no 
bother about it, and it wont be very much trouble to pack them, & so it wont be so very 
dreadful, even if you dont have to send for them, & have to unpack them again when we get 
out to Purdue in the fall.  It will be just as well to leave them packed anyhow.   

Darling five weeks from now we will be in the midst of excitement, and it will be almost 
time for the wedding.  Probably a number of the relatives will have arrived, and will have to 
dress at our house.  I am going to give provide a place for your family and mine, and then if 
there is any room left, the relatives from out of tw town can have it, & welcome, but if there 
isn’t, they will have to get along the best they can, but the two families have got to be provided 
for first.  Carrie rec’d her letter  yesterday A.M. and of course it was just what we all expected, 
that is all except your mother.  I suppose she expected it too, but she talked and acted as tho’ 
she tho’t he might change his mind & back out.  The truth is she was completely stunned.  It 
was so unexpected that she couldn’t realize it at all.  Well Carrie is noe now engaged.  The 
Uphams dont know it yet.  He will seer see them next week at Springfield, and he thinks he’d 
rather tell them than to write about it, so until they know it, and Carrie hears from them, it is to 
be kept secret.  I had a real nice time alone with your father and mother last night.  He seems 
very much pleased.  He says “Well Fred is a splendid fellow, & I am very much pleased.  I dont 
know what kind of a minister’s wife Carrie will make tho’, but of course she knows what it will 
be, and knows what she is about.  I know he will do all he can, but of course she wont have an 
easy life.  He’ll do his part I know, and if she will do her’s [sic] they’ll come out all right, and I’ll 
be willing to hep help them along, if they need help.”  He said a good deal more but there wont 
be time now to write about it.  I am wild to get my letter form you today to hear what you think 
of it.  Darling I am getting simply desperate to see you and hardly know how to wait.  I do hope 



you can come next week and that we wont have to wait till the week after.  I had another letter 
from mamma and f she is still in a peck of trouble, and so my last hope of her coming has been 
given up.  But tho’ we wont be able to get all through, we will get thro’ the most important 
things.  The wedding dress hasn’t been touched yet, but will be begun tomorrow.  Your father 
thinks we couldn’t do better than to leave Mr. Clark marry us.  He would probably come to the 
wedding anyway, & would probably be very glad to get the fee, and wouldn’t have stuck up 
notion about the amount and you wouldn’t have the fare to pay, & that would am’t to a good 
deal if we had either Mr. Dotterer or Mr. Hiller.  Your father says it would please Dr. Buttz very 
much, he knows, & he is strongly in favor of our having him.  We dont want any one to bungle 
and if Dotterer would be likely to make a mess of it or to make it less impressive, I dont think 
we had better have him.  I dont care so much about style or elocution but I want it impressive, 
and if Mr. C[lark]. will make it more impressive than Mr. D[otterer]. then I am in favor of having 
Mr. Clark.  I want it to all go smoothly and to be impressive.   

Now my darling[,] I must go.  I hope in your letters hof home you will speak of my 
appreciation of their kindness to me.  Just say I wrote you that they were all so kind and that I 
appreciated it, and felt that I could never repay them.  Dont you do much gushing on your own 
acc’t, but just say how I feel about it, without saying that I wanted you to tell them.  I will 
explain all this when I see you.  I mean about my advice to you about gushing on your own 
acc’t.  I cant write all about it, but will tell you the why when I can talk to you.  Every thing is 
lovely here, & every one as happy as can be, and I am so glad it is so.  I had a talk with Carrie the 
other day about her affairs, and some how or other we drifted into a talk about our’s [sic], and 
we had a very nice talk and Carrie talked to me very freely, and I want to tell you all about it.  
She spoke of the feeling at first and about how they felt now, etc etc, & I will tell you when you 
come just what she said.  Her feeling about it wasn’t at all like Sue’s, and Carrie has been very 
good about it.  Now Darling I must stop  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  With fondest deepest love, more than I can 
measure Ɵ  Ɵ   Ɵ 

Ever your own true & loving 
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Effie. 


