
         Purdue May 10 [18]86___ 
My darling darling Effie 
 I know you will feel awfully as I did yesterday when you find out that your dear dear 
letter was delayed so that I had no letter yesterday.  It is a shame Darling after you had written 
such a long letter that it couldn’t have gotten here.  The postmarks are [Here Harry drew three 
postmarks.  The first stamped “NEW YORK / May 7 / 5 PM / F”; the second, “NEW YORK / May 7 
/ 6 pm / 86 / TRANSIT”; and the third, “LAFAYETTE IND / May / 10 / 5am / 86. / RECD”.]  It left 
New York in time but was late when it got here.  So Darling this is one of the times when there 
is no blame we can remedy_  I felt sure the more I thought of the matter that you must have 
sent the letter on time but I couldn’t see how my paper got here while the letter failed.  I would 
have been reconciled if it had been the other way about that isn’t my luck.  I must take the little 
time I can spare now to tell you about the Amherst place_  I saw their letter.  They want a man 
to teach Entomology[,] Zoology[,] anatomy, comparative anatomy[,] Physiology and Veterinary 
Science but say that the last is not important and can be made an insignificant feature.  In 
answer to this Dr Smart wrote them a very fine letter of recommendation for me as the best 
man he knew of for the place.  He told them that with Professor Barnes here they hadn’t really 
enough for two men in principal positions[,] that [ill.] I was prof[essor]. of zool[ology] in title[,] I 
was assistant in pay, that they couldn’t hope to keep me at that salary if a first class position 
offered, that I had been offered $1000. for next year if I would stay here_  Then he told them 
what I had done & referred them to President Gilman & Prof[essor] Rice & others.  He tells me 
that the place is in a lovely part of Massachusetts[,] one mile from the village of Amherst__  I 
had a talk with Dr Smart this morning about it & oethr other matters__  He told me that I 
mustn’t feel that he wanted to get rid of me because such was not at all the case but at the 
same time they couldn’t pay me anymore for my work than $1000.  If he could find other work 
for h me he would be glad to increase it.  He said he wouldn’t try to keep me here if he felt sure 
I could do better elsewhere, and he would help me all he could to do the best thing possible for 
me_  Then he said that he had had news this morning that a bill in Congress to appropriate 
$15000. each to certain agricultural schools had passed the house & if it should pass the senate 
& become a law he could then have money enough to do well by me.  So he will try you see to 
keep me & this other thing will be a help at the same time.  Then I asked him about our having 
this room and so on he.  I told him that I was to be married on J[ul]y 7th anyhow[,] that I was 
figuring that on the theory that we should come here on $1000. & I live in the city but I told him 
that there were many reasons why it seemed best to us to come over here & take this room[,] 
especially motives of economy and our being so much more independent, that you were a 
musician & wanted to be where you could use a piano all you chose__  As soon as I mentioned 
that he fairly jumped around.  “Why we ought to have known that before.  I’ll have a piano for 
the girls & she can give them lessons etc.”  He dropped at once on the very scheme without a 
word from me.  Before this he had already said that there wasn’t the least objection to our 



having the room & that he tho’t it a fine scheme.  We could get along finely.  You could have 
preserves[,] potted meats[,] etc and we could fight off the wolf in that way.  Then he said that 
there was only one objection to having a married woman on the ground & it was this.  The 
professors wives who have hitherto roomed on the grounds have always made a big muss.  
They[,] being here in the spot[,] see the inside and by reason of womans tendency to talk things 
over with other women[,] had spread rumors which gave considerable trouble.  I assured him 
that you were the most discreet woman living[,] which I believe is nearly true__  So Darling I 
think that at present things are in very good shape[,] in the best possible shape if it is possible.  
Dr Smart means to keep me here & yet he will help me to do better and I think he is fair & 
square.  Now I have told you the outline of this matter[,] my own[,] I must stop & go to work.  I 
wish I could see you a little while and coze & talk things over.  Oh my Darling[,] how I do love 
you my own darling Effie___  With Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ  & love beyond measure from your own Harry. 


