
         Purdue May 13 [18]86____ 
My own Darling Darling Effie 
 I am feeling better than I did yesterday but Darling it is so hard.  Sometimes I feel as if I 
couldn’t stand this thing a minute longer and yesterday was one of those times.  It had been 
overtaking me for some days and Darling I only wonder that I am able to get along at all__  I 
wish I could be more reasonable & enjoy what I have for I know that I have a great deal as it is 
now but I might as well wish for the moon as anything so impossible__  Your letter was on time 
today Darling & I was so glad to get it.  I am sorry you felt so badly on Monday night and glad 
that you rested & didn’t try to write and especially glad that you were all right again in the 
morning_  Darling dont feel that from this on you must write long letters.  Of course I shall be as 
anxious as ever for letters and shall enjoy all you can write but if you will write every day I will 
not make the least complaint about short letters.  I don’t think I have ever complained of short 
letters have I?  I have complained of irregular ones but I don’t think I have of short ones and I 
can remember a good many short ones which were so very welcome & of which I never 
thought of complaining.  Darling I dont believe you thought what  your letter seems to say[,] 
that I really had so little interest in your letter last Friday as to have it several hours before I 
read it.  It wasn’t so at all Darling & I don’t believe you thought so but only wrote that way to 
tease me_ “and didn’t bother with it till night” after I had nothing else to do.  You didn’t believe 
any such thing I feel very sure.  If you did I shouldn’t blame if you for if you had let me wait a 
little longer rather than take your time during the day on Tuesday__  I wish I had told you in the 
letter as I did in the next one why I didn’t read the letter & before ten oclock but I had written 
so much on another subject that I couldn’t tell you that till the following letter.  Darling I had no 
idea that my letter would read as you say.  I am glad you did not misunderstand it Darling for 
certainly nothing is further from my thoughts than the construction you say an outsider would 
put upon the letter.  Darling I want you to burn that letter now.  There is to be to be no 
nonsense about it Darling.  I want you to burn it.  I do not feel at all easy with that letter 
preserved.  It can do no good and I don’t want the least chance of its ever falling into other 
hands.  Lottie is a prowler & may see the letter in spite of you sometime and I shall not feel 
easy with the letter alive.  Now Darling I shall feel very badly unless you write me in the answer 
to this letter that you have burned that letter.  I feel that it would do me a very serious injustice 
if anyone should ever have any ground at all for supposing that I have the slightest hesitation or 
have ever had and I dont want any documents extant which could excite such a suspicion_  I 
felt really scared as I read your letter & found you saying that the letter might sound to an 
outsider as if I wanted to back out or scare you out.  Now Darling I shall not feel easy at all 
unless you destroy the unfortunate thing.  I can’t be thankful enough that you didn’t 
misunderstand it and shall take warning Darling to be more careful how I write you my 
thoughts lest you should.  It would have been dreadful if you had gotten the wrong impression 
of it and I am sure I don’t see how you could but letters are so deceitful that there is no telling 



how they are going to sound 1000 miles away__  I am glad Darling that you are so well pleased 
over the wedding dress you have selected.  I want first of all that you shall be perfectly satisfied 
with every thing about the wedding & then I shall be happy____  White satin or white any thing 
was not my first choice but Darling I am best suited to have you perfectly pleased and I know 
the dress will be lovely_  I hope that it will be satisfactory in the making and I know that you will 
be a lovely bride & only wish you would not be disfigured by such a severely plain groom & you 
will have to look well enough for us both_  I am so glad that the time is passing and we are 
getting nearer the end.  The last week has not been short by any means but has dragged 
awfully.  It seems a month since last Sunday but I hope that I am to have a change of weather 
now in my mental atmosphere.  I have had the dark sky long enough_  Darling I shall walk over 
to the city & mail this tonight & I do hope it will reach you on Saturday afternoon.  It ought to 
do so if the mails are on time.  I couldn’t write before __  Yesterday afternoon I had to hear two 
more theses and it was very tiresome work I can tell you.  The theses were each an hour long 
and in some parts excessively tedious[,] mere descriptions of machinery details and not of the 
least interest to me___  Prof[essor] Stevens didnt attend.  He was on the committee to hear 
them read and I felt that I must stay & hear them all_  I hope that when my man Dragoo gets 
his thesis done it will be fully as tiresome as these and that the committee will be as badly 
bored but as there will be only one of  Dragoo it can’t be quite so bad.  I am putting my seniors 
in Geology through a course of sprouts in geology.  They have gotten to where some of the 
speculative parts come on and in particular the question concerning the succession of living 
forms with a discussion of Evolution or the Hypothesis of Descent with modification__  Of 
course they are all in arms against the thing for they have gathered from the discourses of 
every preacher they ever heard that if they believe it they will go straight to hell the instant 
they die and be spiritually damned during the rest of this life.  That sort of terrorizing makes me 
mad.  It is the only thing I have against Marine[,] that he is forever hitting at the zoologists and 
if the people of the church believe him & know that I am at all a believer in evolution they 
would have to shun me as they would a robber or a cut throat.  It isn’t altoguher altogether 
pleasant to have to sit & hear slurs upon a person who “thinks he is a descended from a 
monkey.”  Such men show utter ignorance of the facts & claims of thinkers and they do an 
immense amount of harm.  We hear a great deal in these latter days about the prevalent 
unbelief of young men.  The fact is that young men who think & read see that science has made 
a new world from the one our fathers knew or believed in & they have the evidence of their 
senses to convince them of it.  The bible says nothing about electricity but the young man 
believe[s] in the telegraph for all that & he believes that the earth is round not flat.  The men 
were burned to death for doubting its flatness years ago because they in so doing contradicted 
the bible.  Shall Marine or any other man interpret the scriptures for me and curse me if I dont 
accept his teaching?  I don’t speak of this outside Darling.  I hear Marine often & enjoy his 
spiritual teaching.  It is what I go for and it helps me & I let the part I dont want alone.  But I 



mean that this & every other class which I have a good chance at shall escape the utter folly of 
trying to teach what they know nothing about.  I get my dander up when the students orate 
sometimes and get off some of these popular ear catching slurs upon the thing which more 
even than Christianity means release from the bondage of superstition & barbarism such as 
bound the Christian church until the revival of learning came.  The Johns Hopkins Univ[ersity]  
has for its motto L Veritas vos liberabit - the truth shall make you free____  There is nothing like 
light and if evolution is true let us accept it.  If not but there is truth in it let us accept that but 
for heavens sake if there is any thing slavish it is to refuse to seek what is the truth.  We needn’t 
accept because some one else believes but shall we cling without any knowledge & rather take 
a neutral stand & say we do not know the how we only believe the fact that God reigneth & 
ruleth & not say much about how__  But Darling I must not write too long about this for tho it 
interests me very deeply it may not you.  I don’t get on these things very often and I have 
almost no one to talk with about them.  I do get at Miss Weed sometimes and now that I 
happen to be thinking unusually about them they crept into my letter almost before I knew it.    

And now the supper bell has rung & I must go to supper.  I will close this letter after 
supper_  Oh my own precious darling darling Effie[,] I am so forlorn without you[,] full of 
longing all the time.  I do love you Darling with all my heart_ 

   Your own loving 
           Harry_____ 
 

Well Darling I am back again___ Ɵ  This is to be your sundays letter if your curiosity dont get the 
better of you & Darling if you want to read it very much I hope you will do so & not wait[,] for it 
is hard to keep a letter unopened as I know from my experience last week tho I did open that & 
get a peep at the sweet part_  How happy we shall be if we could spend Sunday together.  
What a belesing blessing a visit just now would be.  I am so impatient for the happy meeting we 
are to have in less than a month and find it so hard to wait & do my work well right up to the 
end_  Another week is nearly gone and the hard work of this year is over, but these last weeks 
& days are going to be very tedious_  You will be hard worked and in the hot weather  I do hope 
you will try to go slow & not wear yourself out utterly.  Remember Darling that we want to be 
both of us fresh in June when we meet & you mustn’t be all worn out__  I think so much about 
that meeting & our happiness.  I can’t keep my thoughts away from them.  Oh Effie I have 
suffered & do still out here so far from everybody & especially so far from you.  I never tried 
anything so hard as the last two years & I don’t believe I could face another year like them.  I 
am very very thankful that I shall not be compelled to try another.  It will be Sunday when you 
get this & after that only three Sundays more.  The time goes so slow now that mid June seems 
still a long time off in spite of the fact that there will be only three more lonely Sundays____  
Darling I am anxious for your letter written after Wednesday when you got my letter on the 
Amherst matter.  I hope to hear tomorrow night what you think of it.  I have he nothing new to 



tell you but I think about it more or less and if it makes for us a good place there I shall be glad 
for I don’t like the idea of bringing you way out here to Indiana _ and I am not enthusiastic 
about coming back my self tho I should have very much easier work here_  I don’t know that 
your tomorrows letter will answer the Mondays letter but I hope it will__  Now Darling I must 
stop.  You dear dear darling girl[,] I do love you with all my heart my own Effie  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  
  With fondest truest love 

Your own Harry___ 
 

My darling I have just read your precious letter and must send one more message to you_   
Darling do not worry because your letters next week must be short.  I shall not complain or feel 
badly for I understand how your mother is feeling & do not wonder that she wants all your 
time.  Write me at least a sheet every day and then Darling more if there is time.  I don’t mean 
that I don’t care for long letters but I mean that I shall not expect them and shall be content if 
you send me some thing every day.   

We are both having a very hard time these last weeks.  I know that you must suffer even 
more than I do Darling & I will do my very best to help you_  But it wont be for much longer.  I 
wouldn’t want this to go on till the middle of July.  I couldn’t stand it.  Fortunately it will not 
have to.  Oh my darling my own Darling[,] I love you & feel so sorry that these last days of our 
to courtship must be such trying days__  I must not take time for anymore now__  Love undying 
for you my own Effie 
  from your Harry 
 


