
         Purdue May 14 [18]86___ 
 10 P.M. 
My own darling darling Little Girl _ 
 I am all right again now and I do hope it is my last attack of blues forever_  It is so utterly 
unreasonable to have than [when?] there isn’t a single rational thing about the whole business 
but I can’t seem to keep straight sometimes to save me & have been off all this week till 
yesterday I got better & today have been worth just about ten times as much as I was before_  I 
guess you have had something like the same trouble Darling tho you dont write about it but I 
rather imagine you had.  Darling the satin is beautiful and it will make a lovely dress and I am 
going to like it very very much indeed_  I think it is a better scheme by far than a white wollen 
dress for if it can be dyed as you say it will be a sort of permanent investment for a time.  I don’t 
imagine you will wear the white dress very often[,] if ever.  There has been not one single 
occasion this year to which we should have gone where that sort of a dress would be at all in 
place but the black will be lovely & I “adore” black satin_  As for the white[,] it will be lovely for 
your wedding dress & if you feel that you can afford the luxury of a dress for the occasion (for 
Darling I have told you several times your getting a white dress will amount to that) then it will 
be lovely to have the satin & it can be turned to account afterward.  But Don’t flatter yourself 
that you will ever wear it again unless it should be this summer for we shall have not the 
slightest use for it here.  I feel certain of that.  But I am perfectly satisfied with the dress Darling 
for you have earned the money & I want you to enjoy it the way that pleases you best and not 
save it up for the future[,] for we can begin that as soon as we are married.  I don’t feel as if I 
were going to do enough toward the wedding if I get only one new suit and you have so much 
new & fresh but Darling I[,] when I first thought of our marrying so soon as it was possible[,] 
had in mind much simpler things than we are planning now, and I havent the money for much 
splendor so you will be like the gay birds who have a very sombre mate.  But I guess we shall 
not worry over those things & darling I want you to have things just as nice as you can and 
especially as you have worked so hard for the money___  The dress is certainly a very great 
bargain and will look perfectly lovely.  Now Darling you mustn’t feel badly because I have 
written just what I think.  I did prefer that your dress should be some thing simple & quiet & 
indeed I wanted the whole affair as simple as could be for I am a simple person my self and 
much finery bothers me, but Darling my personal feeling in the matter does not weigh at all 
against your wish and I am far more anxious to please you than anything else & I want this 
whole wedding to be a great pleasure to you & that you shall feel that you have done your 
friends a great pleasure_  I know that it will be a great success & I shall be very happy with you 
in it_  Perhaps Darling since I couldn’t tell you that this is just what I had always wanted & so on 
I had better not have said anything about it for I dont have very perfect success always when I 
try to tell you what I think but Darling I mean all right & could make you see it if I were only 
with you & I am satisfied & perfectly suited.   



I will write to Charlie Uebelacher & Ed Woodraby I guess to be ushers.  I dont know who 
else I could get.  I had been thinking of John Dewey & will write to him at once to see if he can 
be there & will serve ___  Huston will not be able to be there at that time.  I am sorry for that 
for he would be capital at that sort of thing. 

Darling I am very sorry that I wrote the sort of letter I did, but Friday night.  It went all 
wrong that poor letter.  I had been thinking about that sort of thing in connection with the 
day[,] it being the 7th of the month[,] and intended when I began the letter to write about my 
evening & then tell you in that way why I didn’t read your letter till 10:31 P.M. but I wrote more 
than I tho’t or ought to have done on the other subject [ill.] and it seemed to me that from the 
character of the letter a narrative of the evening would better saved for another letter.  I 
thought of it before I closed the letter but didn’t realize that you would wonder as you did that I 
hadn’t read the letter & yet had been about here all the time as usual__  Darling I am very sorry 
that I didn’t write about my evening at the V[innedges]_’s first.  Then most likely I should have 
left the other out entirely but that was one of the unfortunate letters.  I shall not lose courage 
my own precious for you have written me that other letters when I have let you see what I was 
thinking about helped you but I dont think this one did and I certainly shall not try any more like 
it.  I think Darling you wouldn’t have the slightest doubt of my anxiety for letters if you could 
see the way the thing works at this end of the line.  I both long for yours & always do my very 
best to get letters off in time for you____   

I wrote you Darling not long ago about the rain.  It rained again last night about half the 
night & tonight it began at 5 oclock and has been pouring hard as possible ever since _  Van L. 
dont have to sprinkle flowers much these days.  I enjoyed your letter today so much.  It was the 
best one I have had for several days & it came in the morning mail & I just had it all to myself 
from nine oclock till ten.  I was pig enough to hope there was letter in the afternoon mail but 
didn’t expect it but I was & am so anxious to hear from you on the Amherst matter.  I shall no 
doubt hear in the morning or else in the early afternoon.  Oh Darling I am thankful that we have 
got almost through another week.  I hope the remain[ing] four weeks wont go so slow_  Four 
weeks hence I hope to be traveling toward home and wont I be hilarious & glad to get away 
from this prison?  As you can imagine from the rain at nights I haven’ been gallivanting much 
lately.  I narrowly escaped getting ducked last night for it began to rain about as soon as I got 
back here____  I however started off your letter on time and I think you will receive it 
tomorrow afternoon_  When the immediate delivery system started I thought I had it fine for I 
tho’t I could [ill.] the Sundays letter but they don’t work that on Sunday so it was no go___  
Now I must stop & turn in.  I shall add a bit to this in the morning.  Oh Darling I do love you with 
all my heart and Darling I know just how strong & true your love for me is.  We need to be 
together.  We cant be happy apart.  Dearest Dearest _ how I do love you & long for you__ 

With fondest love 
     Your Harry 



Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ 
           

Sat[urday]. morning.  I have just finished breakfast (8:15) and will write a little more Darling & 
then go to work__  It has cleared off & is much cooler & I guess the rainy season is past.  This 
week the weather was has been warm & close all the time.  Yesterday was almost unendurable 
but today is dryer in the air tho not on the ground & the air is cooler_  There has been a lot of 
lightening[,] much of it just a quiet play among the clouds with no thunder & some not so quiet.  
I was out patrolling the campus at an early hour this morning but the boys were quiet last night.   

Last Wednesday the military company left the university to spend the rest of the week 
camping out.  I guess that they have found that camp life is not an unmixed pleasure.  I was glad 
the first night that they had a big rain for it would season them and give variety but I think that f 
to have rain every night & part of the day is rather piling up the agony__  

Darling I must say that I have great misgivings about the first part of this letter.  I fully 
resolved to tear it up when I got up this morning & rewrite the whole thing.  I could take the 
time for this is Saturday but Darling on reading it over it says[,] I find[,] just the very things 
which I should say to you if I were in New York & we were talking about the thing, and it seems 
to me to be too bad if we can’t write as we should talk and be understood_  It is here that has 
been the cause of all our trouble.  We think if there is the least want of entire agreement that 
everything is going wrong or that seems to be the way we think.  I think we have gotten out of 
that in a great measure but we haven’t gotten wholly out of it yet.  I resolved to write only of 
my liking for the dress as a dress and I could have said enough on that score which would fully 
agree with what you think[,] for it will be lovely & will look lovely and will look far nicer than 
anything else you could have for a wedding.  That I believe and so I am glad you are to have it 
but the other feeling is mixed with the satisfaction[,] the selfish feeling[,] & that is the part I 
could have left out & very likely I ought to have done so[,] I mean about my preference for a 
quiet wedding and also the part about its being of no use to you after the wedding unless it is 
dyed_  But Darling I am not going to strike out those parts & you must understand me and see 
that I am not finding fault or that sort of thing but just telling you my impression of the matter 
which I know you will want.  Now Darling have I done wrong?  If I have done wrong then I can 
be sure that the plan of being honest in our letters is a dead failure and instead of trying to say 
anything but the merest commonplaces in them we had better have from the start kept out all 
our inner feelings__  I do get desperate on that subject sometimes Darling for it does seem to 
me that we ought to be able to see through the words to the right meaning beneath them.  
How truly that verse of St Pauls describes our condition[,] “For now we see through a glass 
darkly but then face to face know we know in part” so much of it but not the rest for neither of 
us know well enough to fill out the rest of the quotation.  But Darling this is not a source of 
doubt[,] distrust or anxiety to me.  I cant be helped & no better could be expected but the time 
will come when we shall know all the time how every action is really dictated by the deepest 



love & with it the belief in what is best.  This great distance and the long time since we were 
together are a glass darkened so that we can’t see each other perfectly as when we are face to 
face___  But if we keep our constant trust[,] & we do[,] we cant come to any harm & we shall 
soon see face to face__    

Darling I wasn’t annoyed at what you wrote about my letter which made me seem to 
have grossly neglected your dear letter for I knew that what you wrote there didn’t truly 
represent you & I know you believe that I love you & long for you & the letter was the next best 
thing, but you couldn’t of course see how it was and I don’t wonder that you wanted to have it 
explained.  I am very sorry that I didn’t explain it first thing.  I put the 10:30 in there on purpose 
to let you know the exact facts & then intended to bring my narrative up to it but the narrative 
was crowded out__   

Now Effie my own precious darling[,] I must leave you and go to work.  It is time for the 
mail & I do so hope that there will be a letter in it for this lonesome boy_  Oh my Effie[,] how I 
long for the time when I can feel your dear form pressing mine and hold you in my arms & kiss 
the sweet lips that smile and smile with the excess of happiness within+  Darling I do love you 
and know already what happiness comes to me from possessing your love__   It will be such a 
bliss next time we wr meet to feel that we are meeting not to be parted any more_  I am way 
out of the blues today and was yesterday & so much better.  Your letter yesterday morning was 
such a blessing to me.  I know that there is never any reason in my being blue but at times I 
cant seem to fight them off at all___  I hope that they are gone now for good & that I can both 
be happier & write letters which will help my darling__  Darling I have made out the list so far 
as I can at present and I feel sure of it for the invitations of the persons I want to be present, 
but there are several things to be observed.   

First there may be some relatives on the Heddenberg side whom Mamma will think 
ought to be added.  If there be such[,] then I should like you to settle the matter with her if 
possible.  There are none whom I care anything at all about having present on my account.  Ask 
her about the Herberts[,] Spears etc____  Perhaps they are already upon the list of relatives.     

Second I have indicated by In the names of persons to whom I wanted to send 
invitations but couldn’t tell whether or no they would attend whom I was sure would not 
attend_    

Third__ I means persons who will attend if invited & whom I should like to invite__   
Fourth I means persons whom would attend if invited and whom I should as lief invite 

but dont care very much.   
5th A means persons to whom I should want to send Announcements.   
6th Ā means persons to whom I should like to send invitations perhaps but would not 

come I know if invited__    
7th Ā differs from In in this[,] that they arent ones to whom I am as desirous of sending 

invitation as In.  They are In only less so_   



It is impossible to classify all these names and there are some I am in doubt about[,] e.g. 
Ed Palmer.  If I send him an invitation he will no doubt come.  He was a class mate but there 
were lots more now in New York for whom I do not care a peanut.  I havent put down any 
Madison People.  There are the siminarians.  I don’t know what to do about them.  I don’t 
exactly want to invite them & guess I will send them all announcements.  Mamma will no doubt 
want to have something to say about that____ 
  Now Darling I must stop.  I think I have got the list as complete as I can make it here & 
now & there will be time to finish it when I get home__  I will write a little more about it in my 
next letter.  Oh you precious girl[,] if I could only see you.  I do love you so that I am all 
unsettled so far away from you_  Darling Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Darling Darling my darling.  Goodbye my own 
darling. 
 With love love love & kisses & tenderest longings for you 
         from your 

Harry__ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


