
         Purdue May 16 1886_ 
My own precious darling Effie 
 My darling — Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ_  Good morning Effie my own_  How I wish I could see you this 
bright sunny Sunday and enjoy the happiness of your sweet smile.  It alone is wanting to make 
this a perfect day_  Oh my Darling[,] it is very hard to wait so long and from Christmas till June is 
a very long time to pass without one single visit with you_  I am feeling a great deal better than 
I was the first part of last week.  Then I was indeed in the depths of the blues.  I feel ashamed of 
myself for it but at times I get just about half crazy with this longing for you_  Darling I enjoyed 
your letter yesterday so very very much, more than I can tell you.  I am very sorry for your 
mother and I should be so glad if we were not going to be so far away from her, but she will 
have you in the Summers and it is the way of the world for children & parents to be separated.  
I feel very sorry about it but Darling she cant help its making her feel dreadfully & we must both 
try & help her & not make things worse_  So Darling I wrote as I did yesterday that you must cut 
me down to one sheet a day unless you have a good chance to write which seems about as 
unlikely as anything can be and I will be patient tho I shall long for more.  I feel dreadfully to 
have you so between two fires_  Your mother is very wrong to be jealous so for she must 
believe that you love her just as much as you ever did and I know she is not sorry to have us 
love each other as we do.  I feel confident that she would be the first one to be inflamed if I 
neglected you or you neglected me.  But we have talked all this over before Darling and you  
know that I do not blame her for what she cannot help and much less will not blame you for 
short letters during the rest of our separation.  Yet I hardly believe I shall have many short ones 
for Darling there seems to be a certain least amount which we cannot go below & keep happy.  
It is so with me & I feel sure it is so with you & that least amount is more than one sheet and as 
you always have managed I believe you will still manage to somehow get the time for letters to 
me__  But Darling I am prepared to get along on short letters & will my self write all the longer 
ones to make it easier for you if you have to get along with short ones__  My Darling I haven’t 
known whether to write to your mother or not.  I have owed her a letter for some time now.  I 
thought she heard from me enough through you and as she didn’t answer my last till very long 
after it was written I thought perhaps I had better not write any more.  Tell me what you think.  
Has she spoken as if she would like me to write?  I want to make sure of your having a letter on 
Saturday as usual[,] also that you receive one for Sunday and unless I hear from you on time to 
prevent it I will write so that you will get a letter on Saturday morning as usual and if possible 
also one there for Sunday but if I cant send both at that time I will send the other to Madison 
and trust to luck for I don’t know the times of the arrival of letters at Madison.  I tried to get 
that down as fine as I have the New York mails but the girls never took hold of it and so I never 
have found out just how it goes.  But I think a letter mailed here on Thursday morning or 
Thursday afternoon would reach Madison[,] both of them[,] at 5 oclock on Saturday afternoon_  
As soon as you get settled at Madison Darling you must let me know by at once sending me 



back the envelopes with a note as to the time you get the letters from the office.  I shall send 
you two letters on the Saturdays[,] one for Saturday & one for Sunday.  My frequent letters 
may cause some jealous feeling at Madison but they oughtn’t to for I have written more 
regularly & constantly than any of them and I write you no better than I get from you nor in fact 
as good so they oughtn’t to complain.  I hadn’t received a letter from Mag in 6 weeks and then 
when I got one I answered it the same night.  That was three weeks ago and I havent heard 
from her since.  So I think that if they have any sense in the matter they will see the absurdity of 
their being jealous__  One would suppose there would be five times as much for them to tell 
about as me for they are five to one but I actually write more than they all put together do for I 
always write every sunday to Papa or Mamma and they dont begin to answer a third of the 
letters I write them & I answer all the girls letters, besides___  There is no use of my going on 
any further about this Darling for I think it is sufficiently evident that they don’t care about any 
more letters at home[,] I mean the girls who are the only ones who would be jealous.  I thank 
heaven that papa & mamma are organized somewhat differently and papa[,] far from being 
jealous[,] is only the more pleased at our fondness for each other.  Darling I meant to have told 
you that I asked Dr Smart if there was any foundation in the rumor that Mrs Stockton was to 
have a successor and he said that there was not.  That Mrs. S[tockton]. had applied to be 
permitted to run the hall another year and he thought she would have the place again.  This is 
pretty bad news in one way but not without some mitigation[,] for it is true that Mrs Stockton 
has gotten pretty well trained in to my “peculiarities[”] and so we shall be able to manage her 
pretty well.  I am much inclined to treat with her to serve our breakfast regularly at a more 
convenient hour and I think I should be able to make an arrangement.  I shall have her to 
understand that we want more variety & better cooking and will make some arrangement with 
her for I can’t have things for you as they have been part of the time this year_  You ask about 
the carpet Effie mine_  It is red and brown.  The pattern is a spray of rose leaves and a rose and 
the pattern is not too small for such a large room.  The carpet looked very nice indeed when it 
was fresh_  It has faded some but does not look so terribly bad when well swept and is not 
seriously worn out except in one place near the center which has been so neatly patched that 
one hardly notices it.  That breadth could be taken out and a breadth from the side inserted in 
its place and the carpet would do finely_  If we stay here I shall I think try for a closet to be built 
into the room.  We could have one very nicely & I could move my book shelves.  But I will write 
more at length of this later I think.  We had better not have anything done until you get here 
and then we can see what will be necessary.  I will write you Darling about this in my letter of 
today but I must stop now & start out on my work_  Oh if I could only see you.  I think that a 
hundred times an hour almost_ 

 
 
 



Goodbye my precious darling Effie 
With fondest love yours truly.  In a stronger sense than I ever used those words before 

your Harry  _ 
Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ  Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ Ɵ   
 


