
         Purdue     May 18 [18]’86 
My darling darling darling Effie: 
 Oh my own darling Ɵ  Ɵ[,]  I do love you so[,] dear dear sweet girl[,] my darling _  Effie 
my own precious treasure[,] how I do love you Ɵ.   
 Your letter came on time this evening and I got it out of the library & hurried over here 
to feast upon it & it was so good to feast upon__  Oh Darling we are getting very impatient for 
the being together again and how we shall stand the last few days I am sure I can’t see but we 
shall some how & then what unspeakable bliss it will be to us to be together.  Darling I must 
answer your dear precious letter first of all & then I will take up some other matters.  Darling 
you write about that unfortunate letter and Effie my own I hardly know what to say.  Darling 
you ask to keep it and Effie mine I hate to say no [ill.] but my own I do think it will be better to 
have the letter out of the way for I wouldn’t for anything have any risk of its ever being seen 
and suggesting the idea that I was not entirely faithful to you and wanted to suggest any such 
thing as our ending our engagement.  No such thought ever entered my mind and I know you 
believe that Darling but I wouldn’t like that anyone would ever have the least reason to think 
such was the case_  Trunk locks are not the securest locks made and many have the same key 
and I don’t like to have such a letter in any risk of being seen_  I should hate to have my 
ordinary letters seen.  They are full enough of love but I do not think they would give a false 
impression as this might.  I do not know just how the letter reads.  To me it did not seem to 
convey any such idea but Darling I wrote it & was no fair judge but you were a fairer judge and 
you thought at first that an outsider would get a very bad impression from the letter.  Darling 
you indicate in the letter that you think your first judgment was too strong perhaps_  Darling I 
hardly know what to say.  I think it had better be burned up & then it is sure to do no harm & 
yet I hate to make you burn it up for you have always saved my letters and I know you will hate 
to part with this one____  And so I shall not insist Darling but leave the matter to your 
judgment till I come home & then I will reread the letter and if we decide that it had better be 
burned we will do it them.  But Darling mind you keep it very close for I dont feel safe or 
comfortable with it lying around even in a closed & locked trunk.  I wish I had burned it before I 
sent it for it had just the opposite effect from what I intended[,] all from my not telling you 
before I began that train of reflection what I had been doing that evening between 4:30 & 
10:30.  I can see just how you felt Darling & don’t wonder at it one bit but I never thought of it 
as cool but felt far the reverse as I wrote that letter.  I am never very cool but in a blaze all the 
time.  Well Effie my own darling[,] I am glad that the letter didn’t worry you as much as it might 
easily have done considering the circumstances and I shall be so thankful when we shall not be 
in any danger from letters anymore.  They have done us an untold amount of good and I shall 
not be discouraged by their failure now & then and I wasn’t even that time tho I was pretty well 
cut up when I got your answer.  I know it was one of the exceptional times & that as the rule 



the letters are a very great help & comfort to us & we should do very poorly without them or 
with fewer_ 
 I thought Darling that the fees at Columbia were simply outrageous.  I don’t object to 
their charging in that amount of money somewhere but to charge it in that way is in every case 
where it is practised against my moral grain__  There are several colleges where they charge a 
heavy graduation fee but I dont know of any where the[y] charged it if the candidates fails to 
pass but I object to it in every instance.  I think that after a student has paid his tuition bills & 
worked through his course the examination ought to be a thing of course and a diploma given 
as a testimonial for the work_  I do not object if the actual cost of the diploma is charged to the 
recipient tho I think it is far nicer in point of taste that it be presented but I do not think a heavy 
bleed is at all the decent thing tho it is often practised.  And if it is sprung upon the students 
after they are nearly done their course as a new rule I think it is down right theft and I believe 
that the student if he chose to carry the matter to the court could recover damages___  If it is 
the established practise when he enters then he cant object legally tho there is no law against 
his cursing the thing but he is virtually a party to that as a contract but if after he has gone 
some distance in his course they pass that as a new regulation they have no legal right to 
prevent his having whatever graduation privileges were the custom at the time he became a 
member of the school__  I think that the law of any state would take that attitude & can’t see 
how it could fail to do so.  But I suspect that Columbia has always had this practise & that Mr 
Artz understood[,] or  could have done so[,] that he would face this when his turn at graduation 
came_  If so then the schools answer to the kick is you didn’t have to come but having done so 
& enjoyed the priviledge of membership in the school don’t back down now__  When I 
graduated at Wesleyan I had to pay a diploma fee of $10.00 I think it was or else I couldn’t 
graduate though I had finished the course[,] passed all examinations[,] stood well in every 
respect___  Still if I hadn’t paid that fee I should have been debarred from graduation.  I 
thought at the time it was mighty mean but I had no choice.  I must pay that fee or not 
graduate & of course I paid the fee.  Three years thereafter was the time when I should have 
taken the degree of Master of Arts___  It was pay $5__ for the diploma or you can’t have it.  
The diploma degree was surely an honorary affair & I didn’t want it & told the president that I 
didn’t care to take the degree.  That was all there was to it.  Of course I am just as well off 
without the A.M.[,] especially as I possess a Ph.D. from the leading University of America and 
that Degree is worth almost as much to me as if it had been earned in a German University.  If 
that had cost me money it would have been plunked down you bet  _  I fully symphathize with 
Mr Artz in the case of Cornell Columbia & think that it is a mean gouge but I also think that 
there is nothing to do but walk up & deposit that $25.00.  The cost of my diploma was just 25 
cents[,] the amount it cost them to pack & ship the diploma.  The postage alone was I think 
$.22___  I presume I shall never have the least use for the thing.  I have never used my B.A___ 
diploma and I presume you have never seen it tho I think you saw it last Summer and I shall not 



use this either unless I should travel among the German schools.  Then possibly it might be of 
use tho this is doubtful.  I am not fond of exhibiting that sort of thing & will put this with the 
other & let Mamma keep it unless you will assume charge of it__  I think it is nice of them to 
give us the Diploma and when they first wrote me about it I fully expected to pay 5 or ten 
dollars for it & would have felt all right about doing so__  And now Darling[,] I am writing at 
greater length on this thing than I meant to or the Subject merits.  We had this very matter up 
the other day in faculty meeting and I am quite interested in it.  That is why I have written so 
much on it.  I think you will gather that I don’t believe in any fee except possibly in some cases 
enough to pay for the actual cost of the diploma__ 
 My own darling[,] I enclose a plan of the room.  As it is drawn accurately to scale you 
can form a very exact idea of the size of the room[,] the way it divides up and how we can 
arrange things in it.  I have indicated the solid walls in the shaded portions & the windows 
openings by the empty spaces between the inner & outer wall lines.  I think you will understand 
these matters at once.  I do not exhibit the drawing as a work of art Darling so please dont be 
too rough on it.  You will see how large the bay window is[,] almost a second room.  Professor 
Goss[,] when he had this room[,] had his bed & washing utensils in the bay window & had it 
curtained off from the room__  I have preferred to use the space as part of the room and to 
have the additional light & cheerfulness & view & have not followed his plan__  My present 
arrangement is this.  The bed stands in the corner and the piano at the foot of it runs just about 
to the door[,] thus filling the long east wall_  In the north west corner are my book cases.  My 
writing table stands in the centre of the room under the chandelier_  The space between the 
two front windows in the south wall is occupied by the bureau___  The Bay window has two 
recesses[,] one on the north side[,] the other on the South side.  In the South recess stands my 
washstand.  The wardrobe stands in front of the west window of the bay & closes it but I can 
spare it since the two others rake the same territory.  I have been forced to this arrangement 
against my desire this year because of the large piano____  We could[,] as Goss did[,] use the 
bay window for a bedroom & scrubatory but I fancy that we shall have more comfort from it if 
we have it for a sitting room.  It has the Sun all the afternoon & is a fine nook except a little cold 
in the extremest weather.  I think we had better have a closet built in the NE corner to extend a 
foot beyond the present chimney[,] which is one foot beyond the level of the wall.  This would 
disfigure the room but I think it would be such a convenience that we had better have it, or we 
could have the closet built into the North Recess by the Bay, but then it would be only  two feet 
2 f[ee]t. 7½ inches wide_  If we did that we could then use the N E corner for the wardrobe 
which you could have for your dresses etc & I would take the small recess closet.  The piano 
would go into the NW corner[,] just the place for it & then we could have the east wall clear_  I 
would have a case built for my books in the south recess and have my study table in the recess 
& you could use that table or a region of it for your work and sitting on the north side you could 
look out of the window upon the street if you wanted to_  Since the ceiling is so very high I 



could built [sic] a very tall bookcase in the south recess of the bay and put on the top shelves 
the things I used least often___  We should then put the bed & the washstand on the East side 
of the room & if we had a folding arrangement it would take up but comparatively little room 
during the daytime.  I write thus fully about these things Darling both to give definiteness to 
your thinking about things[,] and I know you do think a great deal about these things[,] & also 
so that you can write me if you can make up your mind what to do & I can have the closet built 
during the Summer___  There will be a room in the garret which we can use as a store room for 
trunks etc but it will be somewhat inconvenient[,] tho not very[,] & we shall need a closet here 
in addition to that place for the deposition of overflow__  I do wish we could seize Mrs 
Stocktons office for we would be so much more comfortable if we had two rooms but I greatly 
fear we cannot drive her out of that apartment.  I wish we could drive her out entirely for she 
has feasted on this thing long enough & ought to give some one else a chance__ but I guess 
there is also not much hope of that.  Please to preserve the plan Darling for I may want to refer 
to it next summer.  The dimensions are all accurate to within an inch or so except the grate 
which is not, but the chimney there & the width of the ne & nw corners is accurate___   

And now my own[,] I must stop.  I am wild to see you and to taste the sweet kisses you 
never yet have refused me_  Oh my own[,] we shall have some happy days this summer to 
make up for these dreary days of waiting.  Less than four weeks more & we shall again enjoy.  
We must try & have patience but it is very hard to be patient[,] isn’t it Darling_  I long to hold 
you again and tell you a whole lot of things about you & me_  I think of you so much & of the 
meeting.  I hope it will be at night and we can have a long long time all to ourselves___  Now 
Darling I must stop and go to work for I have lots to do nowadays and you arent the only busy 
person_____  Goodnight with fondest deepest love & no end of it  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ 

     from your Harry_____ 


