
         Purdue May 19 [18]86__ 
My own darling Effie: 
 I have just read (5 P.M) your dear letter and will begin my answer_  Darling you didn’t 
tell me at what time you will leave New York so I will send this letter there on the chance and if 
it dont catch you there they will forward it & you will have it on Monday as punishment for not 
telling me just what your movements were to be and you will deserve the punishment but I 
shall be sorry you had to take it.  Maggies present was lovely and I am so glad she gave you just 
that thing for I shall have the pleasure of seeing you look all the lovelier and I am sure that is 
pleasure enough.  It will be such an addition to the dress which would be very beautiful anyhow 
but still lovelier now_  I havent written to Madison about the satin & shall not do so & you will 
have all the pleasure of surprising the tribe there & I can imagine a big time when the girls see 
the things for they are so very fond of all such things.  I am slowly getting seasoned to the 
notion of a big time[,] a pretty swell affair[,] and by the time I get home you will not have to do 
any talking to bring me over__  I shall enjoy it I know when I get into it and most of all seeing 
you get such a good time and I know beforehand what a good time you will have with all our 
friends at the wedding___  It seems as if it ought to come at night to properly set off the 
dresses but I do hope it can be in the day time and not at night and that we can get away & out 
of the hurly burly & into a quiet time by ourselves in the evening__  But that matter is not going 
to make any great difference & certainly not detract from the enjoyment of the event.  Darling I 
put down on my list all the persons I thought of at the time.  I may think up others & if so I will 
add them but I think there are no others_  You spoke of ordering the announcements now.  I 
had expected to do that and after I got home_  If you order them shall you order more than the 
plain card Mr. & Mrs. H. L. Osborn? to be encloses with your personal card__  Perhaps 
something like Dr Conn’s would be pretty if you could find any thing of that sort in New York if 
you [sic].  We can no doubt get them in Boston.  I think you had better not order the 
announcements yet but you can judge better of that than I can.  I wrote to Ed Woodruff & 
Charlie U[ebelacher]__ this morning asking them to function as ushers and have not written to 
Mr Dewey.  I should have liked some of my intimate friends of the present age in that place but 
I couldn’t arrange it very well & it will really make but little difference.  I used to like Ed 
W[oodruff]. very much but of late years have seen but little of him & outgrown him and Charlie 
will be a very good one for that sort of thing if he accepts as I suppose very likely he will___  I 
wonder if Mr Artz will be in the city.  I had better invite him had I not or had you[?]  I presume 
tho it makes no difference which one of us does it but I might have properly put him on my list.  
If Charlie or Ed__ do not accept then what am I to do_  I think a college friend[,] Ed Palmer[,] is 
not married & is in the city.  If so I could put him in if he would_  Will Taft I should like very 
much but he is a Methodist minister & possibly would think if he officiated it would be more a 
propos if he were to help tie the knot than to look after the wants of the fair sex as the others 
are supposed to do__  I have a good many college friends in the city but have seen nothing of 



them for years and care but little about their being present.  I should like it if Earle could be 
there from Washington but hardly expect it.  Perhaps some of the Rices may come or Crawford.  
I hope so but hardly expect it.  I have written Rice and especially urged him to try & come.  I am 
in rather a quandary now about the minister.  Dotterer used to say that he would marry me 
when my time came and I almost think I had better ask him.  He is such a very good friend of 
mine and has always been so very much attached to me__  What do you think about it?  It 
would be nice too to ask Clark to do it.  He would do it in fine shape for he is a bang up 
elocutionist__  He would do it better than Dotterer__  I should prefer Buttz but I feel as if it 
were rather aspiring.  Still I think he would be pleased to do it and he would be my first 
choice__  I think I shall not need to see about this till I come home[,] need I?  I should prefer to 
approach Dr Buttz in person about it if I ask him__  My choice would next fall upon Dotterer 
who will I think be able to come & who would be delighted to perform_  If there is much of a 
quandary over the matter we can have your mothers minister & possibly that would be the 
easiest way out of the matter.  Let me hear darling what you think about it.  What lawyer shall 
we have[?]  We shall have to have information about the legal aspect of the thing_  I had 
thought of consulting my Uncle William McDermott.  We dont want to discover ten years from 
now that we havent been married__  Ask Ada if she knows.  Her husband is a lawyer.  How long 
before hand must notice be given etc_  Perhaps Mr Underwood would be a good lawyer to 
tackle_  I really know nothing about the law on the matter & if I did it wouldn’t do any good 
unless I knew the New York law and we must look out that the New York law is the right kind 
for other states for it would be inconvenient to have to be remarried when we leave New 
York[,] also if I must be a citizen of New York to marry a citizeness of the city or must be 
naturalized or what.  I have been kind of scared on the law question for some time but haven’t 
been able to look it up_  Perhaps you are already posted on the red tape of the thing having 
been through Ada’s wedding & been a witness.  I think there will be time enough for me to 
inspect all those things when I get back.  I presume I shall have to be examined fel for color 
blindness as I did before I could get my pilots license or maybe the old test hasn’t run out.  I will 
bring the pilots license along.  It has a sworn affidavit that I am not color blind & may help us__  
I have an old slipper which I will bring on to donate to those who give us the good luck send off.  
The slipper is good for nothing else and the mate I will give to Carrie.  She can save it up.  And 
now Darling I have touched on all the matters important (and unimportant) that I think of just 
now and I will stop & later will write the letter to send to Madison for your Sundays letter.  
Goodbye my own darling[,] with deepest fondest love and a hopeful heart for the good time 
coming &  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  

from your own loving 
 Harry__ 


