
         Purdue   May 23 [18]86_ 
My own darling precious Effie: 
 Darling I have received two letters since I wrote to you yesterday and both[,] but 
particularly the one of yesterday afternoon[,] were so helpful & comforting.  I hardly know 
where to begin or how to write.  There is such need that my letters be just right and such still 
stronger need that I could be at hand now in person but Darling I cant be yet but must still try 
to talk to you by letter hard as it is to do it_  But Darling I know I have not always failed and I 
hope I shall not this time.   
 Darling it distressed me very much to realize as I do how much suffering I am going to 
cause both you & your mother by taking you from her.  What she says is true.  She has relied 
upon you for support & counsel for years.  It has often seemed not so but as if she had 
determined her own course and not placed on you as much reliance as she now seems to 
imagine but Darling I think she has really depended on you more than she would admit at the 
time and that you have been a great support to her & she will now have to be far more alone 
than she has been of late years_  Besides the help[,] there is the company[,] the being together.  
She & you have never been parted for any great while & now you are leaving her in a sense 
forever & would be even if you were to be always with her.  Such is the nature of love between 
man & wife_  Our love has indeed had hard & cruel test & because it is so true it makes us only 
the stronger in our grip_  First we must be parted.  Then you must leave all to go with me & 
leave such wretchedness behind_  It makes me feel horrible Darling whenever I think of it & yet 
it must be so_  It seems as if it must be so_  It seems best for me to come back here but I 
shouldn’t dare to come again without you my Darling[,] for both our sakes_  I wish your mother 
had been willing to try for the position of Miss Weed.  I feel sure she could have had it & that 
would have prevented this dreadful separation_  But wishes after the event are useless.  We 
have got to put this suffering on her & then go away to be happy while she is left behind to 
suffer__  Oh Effie mine[,] I am glad to have you write as you do about your love for me.  Tho I 
know it & believe it all[,] I love to have you reassure me of it.  I realize the more fully what your 
love is when it is strong enough to make you dear to me in spite of everything.  One might 
weaken if at all in such a position as you are now in for you have not seen me in so long a time 
and the attachment for your mother is so strong and the present[,] the one you can actually see 
& what she suffers__  And still you must go on and you must leave all for me and it helps & 
cheers me see how strong your love is.  It is wonderful to me to think of it_  And I do think of it 
in this same connection.  I know that your mother wouldn’t stop us at the same thim time that 
the [sic] realizes the sacrifice she is making_  I feel a great responsibility Darling in taking charge 
of you & your happiness _  It makes me very grave as I think of it & very sober but I do not 
shrink from taking the responsibility for I do love you so & feel sure that I can make you happy 
in spite of all you have to leave for my sake__  I do hope that we shall be able to get East before 
a long time and nearer our families.  I feel just as ever[,] just as I did over ten years ago[,] a 



fresh horror every time I leave my home.  I shall never get over the feeling I am not content so 
far from there.  We grow apart[ill.][,] wider & wider all the time[,] and I feel that I am getting to 
be almost a stranger in my own home_  I don’t like it & would be nearer_  And now it will be 
doubly hard to go away for I shall feel that two families are bereft every time_  We shall spend 
as much time as possible with our parents & the rest this Summer & shall have time for much 
comfort together in the weeks after the wedding.  It will be a comfort to us all and we two shall 
have no haunting ghost to spoil our happiness or make us unfit to be pleasant & cheerful with 
those about us__  They will not view the separation with pleasure but many secret tears will be 
shed over it and yet there will be a great deal of help & comfort in the recollection of the time 
we spend with them before we come west___  There was another thing in yesterdays letter 
which gave me greater rest than anything you have written Darling for some days__  I have 
been feeling wretchedly about our time for the wedding.  It has seemed to me that the 
convenience of many of the guests required that the hour should be not later than two oclock 
any how and besides that I felt that I should like it personally & you too early so that we should 
be able to be comfortable that night & not have things so broken up __ but I have wholly 
changed now for I see what you say & how truly you have guessed the real reason__  I believe 
with you that your mother wanted[,] as soon as the thing is over[,] to be able to withdraw from 
things & be alone and I would do anything to make this possible and consent with perfect 
cheerfulness to the plan which from the first I have not in my own mind been able to consent to 
except in words only___  I do not like it personally.  I prefer that the wedding should come early 
but Darling your letter put the matter to me in a totally different light and I am thoroughly 
satisfied now to with the hour.  I think the alleged reason is all stuff.  The boarders would be 
perfect hogs if they kicked at such a time & I don’t believe it of them but I do think the reason 
you mention is a good one & I should like to stay if possible a while after the fuss was over & 
talk with your mother before we depart for during the press we cant have any privacy___  I feel 
dreadfully over that thing every time I think of it and will drop this plan if you say the word & 
try work near home if I can find it & I doubtless can___  It seems awful to me to think of parting 
you & your mother but far more awful to think of such time as the last two years has been to 
us__  I am not comforting you much Poor girl am I[?]  Forgive me Effie Darling but what can I 
say[?]  I can’t give you up nor could either of us think of such a thing.  It would create far more 
misery for all concerned than the present course[,] the only natural course[,] for man & woman 
must leave all if necessary to be together when they love.  Perfect happiness seems to be 
impossible in this limited existence and if we have one thing we lack somewhere else_  We both 
feel that our mutual love makes up for all deficiencies and it does & we can be happy in having 
each other even if we do lack other things or persons.  Oh Darling is this a fearfully & dreadfully 
selfish feeling[,] this love which makes us happy in possessing each other when we have robbed 
someone else to get the prize__  You cannot have this feeling as I have it for you are taking 
nothing away from my parents but only giving to them for they love you and will now have 



more of you & more intimately than ever before but your mother is losing so much in 
comparison with what she gains that she can hardly count it in at all__  You can’t know at all 
the feeling I have as I realize that my happiness is bought at the pric cost of the misery of your 
mother & you at being parted.  I know it must be and I don’t feel just like a thief & yet I do feel 
like the man who coveted & took away then poor mans little vineyard__  She has taken so 
much pride in you and for years lived for you & Jule and all for this[,] that I should come & carry 
you away and that you shall be willing & ready & anxious to leave her who has cared for you for 
years for a person whom you did not know ten years ago__  I do not wonder Darling that she 
gets jealous sometimes because you love me for she has so much to suffer in consequence & 
she knows very well what a passion love is and how certain it is that you love me more than you 
do her tho you own [owe] me nothing in comparison__  I dont wonder at it Darling & I feel the 
deepest pity & sympathy all the time if I am in my right mind & I usually am on that topic__  We 
must feel so darling & yet we cant admit all the reasoning which she would believe in.  We 
could not [ill.] admit the proposition that we owe each other nothing in comparison with what 
we owe our parents.  We feel that our debt to each other[,] our duty to each other[,] is not light 
in any comparison & yet I have not spent no one knows how many nights of ceaseless watching 
over you.  I have not been crazy almost to see how I should care for you as I would & I have not 
done any thing except to have the sweetest pleasure I ever knew in your presence__  But 
Darling we cant settle the question of why but our hearts settle the question of fact & when the 
time comes we shall become man & wife and in all the pangs of heart which anyone will suffer 
there will be a still deeper joy and there will be an ever increasing joy if we are a happy man & 
wife & useful & honorable members of society & a blessing to both our families_  So Darling 
there will be much present suffering & I feel dreadfully as I think of it but there will be[,] we 
both promise ourselves[,] greater happiness all around for this union we contemplate & ask 
God to bless & smile upon_   

Darling, I was so sorry to hear of your misfortune in the loss of your pocketbook.  You 
poor girl[,] it is a shame after all your hard work that you should have such a misfortune.  No 
one is safe from those devils who are allowed to [ill.] abroad.  It is useless to say you might have 
done this[,] that & the other thing for the devils are ready for you at every device & a person is 
never safe from them_  Never is not too strong.  I noticed 

 
[Here Harry included glued in the following excerpt from a paper:] 
— The Paris Figaro says that Baron Morenheim, the Russian Ambassador,  
while waiting at the station at Verona, on his way to St. Petersburg, had  
his pocket picked of 6.000  francs by a clever thief, who apologized for  
knocking against him. 

 



 this in the paper which came in the same mail with your letter this morning and send it to you 
Darling for misery loves company. 

Darling do you want any money from me[?]  It is all safe in the bank & I can draw it out 
on a moments notice.  If you want any all right.  I will bring it on with me when I come 
anyhow___  Darling I think almost the worst feature of the thing is the mortification which 
attends such an accident.  I have thus far escaped.  I don’t speak of this braggingly but I dont 
feel safe ever in a crowd & am always on the watch expecting to catch some one fumbling 
about my pockets.  Mamma has been caught and several others & you simply can’t escape if 
the devils take a notion to spot you for they have the business down too fine for any ordinary 
use__ 

I was almost afraid I shouldn’t get your letter today for there were unusual 
meteorological developments about the time for me to go but I thought of your having no 
doubt been at much pains to write & mail on time & I resolved to risk it.  It had been fearfully 
hot all night & early this morning & there was in the north a frightful black cloud which every 
now & then was slit down by a jagged streak of lightening.  There was only distant thunder & no 
clouds overhead.  I judged I could perhaps get over to the city before it deluged and started.  I 
soon met Golden and asked him to accompany me but he told me I should be wet through & 
wouldn’t risk it.  I got over there & got my letter.  The thunder storm in the north didn’t 
descend on me & I hurried back & got here not wet by the rain but dripping with perspiration it 
was so close & hot.  I got in here & peeled off some clothes & then cooled down & read your 
dear letter.  I hadn’t expected to go over early in the morning & so didn’t take a letter as usual 
to mail but resolved to write a long one this morning & send it out with an addition this 
afternoon__  I haven’t much idea about the letters arrival at Madison and so I hardly know how 
best to use the mails so I am going to mail the letter I should ordinarily mail on Monday on 
Sunday together with the one I should mail on Sunday.  That is this is a double letter and I hope 
you will get it on Wednesday or possibly Tuesday afternoon.  As soon as I get the Madison mail 
straightened up I shall be all right__  Darling please be very careful of my letters at Madison.  I 
do not suspect that the girls would be mean enough to look at our letters & feel pretty safe 
about them & still but yet I am very tender on the matter of teasing & don’t want the slightest 
precaution neglected.  Dont be angry with me Darling for writing this.  I know you are careful 
but I am a dreadful goose and write some times things I wouldn’t for a great deal have them 
see for I know they would sling “silly” “mushy” or “soft” or some equally pleasant epithet.  I am 
all those to them[,] at least it seems so[,] but it isn’t pleasant to have it brought up_____  So 
you wont be angry with me for writing this will you Darling?  Yesterday we went to drive as I 
told you we expected____  I walked over at noon to get the team and it was a big effort & one I 
wont make again I’ll bet you.  You must see the levee to understand what a hot dusty place for 
a walk.  It is in a valley where it is hotter than tophet if there is no breeze and with one foot of 
fine dust.  Every wagon which passed was utterly hidden in the cloud it raised.  As I had a 



headache to start with it wasn’t much improved by my walk__  I got the usual team & on 
starting out I noticed that one horse was lame and I had to go back & have them changed__  I 
went to the office & got your letter and then with Miss Jones drove for Miss W[eed] & M[ore]. 
at this building_  While they were getting ready I rushed in & got a taste of the sweetness of the 
love I could see in the letter & I thought all the afternoon how much better it was than a letter I 
got one Saturday afternoon last year just before going out for a similar drive.  It was awfully hot 
& unpleasant during the first part of the drive but when we got to the Battle ground which was 
our destination we found a coolish place under the trees & sat around & had a good time & 
then some lunch__  I told you about the battle ground in a previous letter.  This time I got you 
some mementoes of the place & the battle[,] two leaves which I enclose.  They show the holes 
made by the buttels bullets in an awful struggle.  They are both from the same bush so you can 
get some notion of how thick this leaden hail must have been.  We had Lemonade & 
strawberries & ham and bananas & bread & eggs and a general good time & a must [sic] 
delightful drive home at 6 p.m__  We crossed the river on the curious ferryboat I told you about 
before & found on the other side the flat low lands which had been covered by the river in the 
recent floods now all decorated with a brown film of mud which was enough to tell every time 
where the water had been_  The fences were festooned with stuff which had been drifted by 
the current and they looked very funny.  Here & there a house standing in low land looked as if 
it had been surrounded by the flood & very likely it was and the owners had lost a years growth 
from the scare they had survived.  I was very much annoyed by the numerous bugs which were 
fond of me & finally one flew right into my eye and I had a regular time getting it out and it 
made my eye so weak that I found after I got home I couldn’t stand much of any light.  I played 
a while & at nine oclock went to bed without having written you a letter as I at first intended I 
was so full after reading yours___  

The students had a picnic yesterday[,] an affair known as the sophomore picnic which 
seizes the school about this time every year.  The sophomore part consists in this[,] that the 
sophomores are the business managers but the students buy tickets & pay for them if they go.  
Hoosiers “never give nothin for nothin’” and they like to imitate the ways of civilized 
communities and invite occasionally. They expect the guests will pay the bills[,] thereby 
combining business with pleasure__  I have told you about the steamer[,] the luxurious & 
palatial[,] the primitive stern wheeler of the Wabash___  I have always threatened to attempt a 
sketch of the noble craft but thus far it has escaped that culminating evil of all those which have 
f befallen it.  (It sank some time ago but the crew escaped with his life)  They have added to the 
river flotilla a second work of art called a barge.  In any other locality it would be known as a 
mud scow.  It is shaped like the scavenger boats they use in New York harbor but with a roof 
over it[,] flat at each end[,] and is fastened in front of the Russel[,] the steam boat[,] which is 
also square in front and the combination moves up & down the river at the rate of about two 
miles an hour or two hours a mile[,] I dont recall which__  The thing is a living natural curiosity 



and Miss More told me it was the first steamboat she had ever seen_  And you would be 
surprised to see the crowds which assemble daily to see the boat either come in or go out and 
look on it as if it was a work of magic.  It is used for excursions etc & runs on Sundays to a beer 
garden up the river three miles or so_____  The smoke pipes have hinges so that they can be let 
down to go under bridges___ 

The Sophomores took this concern & went up the river ten miles or so and spent the 
day & I judge had a good thai time but one boy who was fool enough to carry a revolver with 
him shot himself with it through the knees___  It fortunately didnt do much of any harm but he 
must have been a fool to have a loaded revolver with him on such an occasion___  I shall be in 
favor of disciplining him for it as soon as he gets well enough to be bounced out of the 
Dormitory.  There goes the Dinner bell Darling and I must stop.  I shall try to write more before I 
mail this.  I am suffering dreadfully these last days.  It is awful to be so far away from you and I 
am almost too impatient to endure the trial_  I presume I shall get through but the days go 
awfully slow__  With such longing and love beyond degree and kisses[,] lots of them[,] for my 
Darling little girl 

from your own 
  Harry______ 
 
Well Darling I have escaped chapel today and just finished a letter to Mamma which will 

go at the same time this one goes_  Oh you sweet girl[,] there [are] only two more Sundays 
between us and we shall be together in less than three weeks___  I am so very anxious for that 
meeting.  I expect more from it than from any previous meeting_  I don’t want you Darling to 
count to[o] surely on my leaving here as soon as Friday.  I do not know how that will be yet.  I 
shall try hard enough but possibly I shall have to stay until the faculty meeting which will settle 
the students about passing_  If this comes on Saturday it may be that I shall have to stay.  I shall 
refust [sic] to do so if it comes any later than Saturday & therefore I hope it will and may 
determine to leave in spite of everything & any thing by Friday at latest.  I can not tell you how 
it will be_  Last year Barnes was here to take charge of the marks on students standing.  I can 
get Huston to do all that for me_  I don’t yet know & shall not till almost the last minute if I can 
run away.  I will not say anything about it to the powers & you can trust me to escape as early 
as possible__  I have some notion of leaving on Thursday.  I think every once in a while if I can 
possibly do it but I conclude that I can’t & yet when the time comes possibly some way will 
open.  But Effie mine[,] I want you to be prepared to possible [sic] spend that Sunday alone 
after all and I hope you wont be obliged to for I am as wild to see you as can possibly be____  
The time goes so [s]low.  Last week has been an age & every day a month.  It seems so long 
since last Sunday & the Sunday before is utterly lost in the distance.  We shall begin to live 
when we get together.  I imagine it very often and I know something of the happiness we shall 
have from last Summer.  Darling I noticed your letter today was on a different paper.  Have you 



run out of this sort & do you want some[?]  I still have some more.  Let me know if you want 
any.  I hope you can have your mail regularly at Madison and also can write me regularly.  Both 
will help you & me too_  But I wish far more that I could be there with you and share in the 
delight as well as the vexations of the work that will bring the great event so near.  I shall look 
for your letter of today on Wednesday with the greatest expectation and expect two pretty 
hard days of waiting[,] tomorrow & Tuesday[,] for Darling to save me I cant help it but I do want 
the letters tho I know perfectly the situation & dont at all blame you if you couldn’t provide for 
me ___ not one bit Darling[,] & yet how can I help want my letter__  We shall not have this sort 
to thing soon and how delightful it will be to realize it[,] what a relief to us__  I shall hardly be 
able to leave you at all after we are united & yet of course I shall have to do so at times tho I 
hope never for long___  

Now Darling I must leave you.  See what a long letter I have written you.  Oh Effie I hope 
it has all conveyed just my meaning and that it has helped you & made it easier for you to go on 
a little further than it would have been without  _  I do love you Darling so & would have every 
letter a help & comfort to you if I only could___  Now my own[,] I must go.  Oh Darling I do long 
for you so & want so much the bliss of being with you.  I must be patient & endure a little 
longer but I am terribly broken up most of the time.  It is so hard to be patient.  Now Darling Ɵ  
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  with love beyond measure always for  you from your own loving 

Harry___ 
 
Darling be very careful with the kerosine lamps.  You have never been used to them and 

they are very dangerous if you arent careful.  Use the students lamp as far as you possibly can. 
They are far safer___ 

H   Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  
 


