
         Purdue May 29 [18]86_ 
My own darling Effie, 

I received your letter this evening on time.  At least it got here in time but I didn’t get it 
till 8 P.M. since I left here for Lafayette at 3:30 P.M.  Darling you needn’t be at all afraid that I 
will hang around here a moment after I can leave.  I don’t love this place enough to want to 
stay here any longer than I have to.  But Darling you are wrong when you reason that the 
professors can all clear out the instant that school closes for the students.  We dont have to 
spend our vacations here & there is no objection to one running off here & there if he provides 
for certain duties being done by some of those who stay but there are some things which some 
must do before the next term begins.  It must for instance be settled who are to pass & who are 
to be dropped.  Some will require to be carefully consulted over and if they are to be dropped it 
ought to be settled as soon as possible.  I shall not do any teaching after next week but I shall 
not be free as soon as I dismiss my last class by any means[,] for I shall have other things 
besides to do_  Of course Darling we both tend to think that since they don’t pay me in full they 
oughtn’t to expect as much of me but if I agree to perform the duties of Prof[essor] of Zool[ogy] 
& Botany I am bound to do it.  Having made a bargain I certainly have no right to back out of it 
or slight my part because I don’t exactly fancy it.  Barnes got the best of the bargain by far but 
Barnes had worked very hard here when he had all this work alone and no doubt it seemed to 
the Trustees like a good chance & I certainly have done a good thing out of it[,] tho it hasn’t 
been all we could wish.  I do think that Barnes has behaved in a very shabby way to me 
personally but that has nothing to do with this case.  Now Darling I shall come home just as 
quick as I can.  I know best for I am on the ground & you must trust me & wait patiently as you 
can.  Don’t think Darling that I am lacking in desire to be back for it is the hardest thing I ever 
tried to do[,] to wait these long & dreary days[,] but I feel that if I don’t do my work well it will 
be far worse for me than the few days or rather hours which we should have could do good.  I 
do not understand Darling what you mean by saying that you need me at the earliest possible 
moment & that there is so much to do.   I know that there is a great deal to do & I shall be only 
too glad to be where I can help you on it but Darling I dont see how one day will make so very 
much difference & particularly as that day will be Sunday_  I will leave by Saturday any how & 
perhaps on Thursday but I expect to leave on Friday.  As for doing more work than I am paid for 
Darling I think it don’t pay to measure ones work to[o] close & if it did I presume I shouldn’t 
want to do it for I couldn‘t work in that spirit & enjoy it a bit.  I want to do a good thing for all 
concerned.  I want to be well used & to use well__ 

Now you must see it in this way Effie & not make it any harder for me if I have to stay.  It 
will be hard enough to do it if I have to and I do not expect to have to.  You surely don’t think 
that I don’t want to come home & yet your letter almost reads as if you felt just that way_  
Darling I ordered the Wedding Suit early this week.  I was measured on Monday or Tuesday[,] 
ordered the cloth you preferred and the suit will be done next week.  I ordered a four button 



cutaway.  You said you like that best.  It will be very much like my present suit and I hope as 
good a fit as that was_  I think that there isn’t much doubt but that it will be_  We had a cold 
wave here too last week and it was quite cold but not cold enough to make us suffer at all_  Of 
course we had steam to use if we wanted it but we I didn’t turn on the steam & was very 
comfortable.  I guess it was colder with you than we had it here_  Today Huston took Dinner 
here & after that we smoked & then duetted awhile_  At 3:30 we went over to the city & took a 
skiff which he owns with a gentleman in the city & went out for a row.  We didn’t go on the 
river but on the canal[,] a miserable stream parallel with the river.  We went that way as it 
brought us nearer to some buildings we wanted to visit.  We went to the gas works & the 
electric light works & a bottling works where they bottle soda water & sarsaparilla[,] root 
beer[,] ginger ale and lager beer_  This place was not working when we got there_  Then we 
went to the pumping works where they raise water from the river & force it to a reservoir up 
above the city.  We got back too late for my supper so I went with him & had a good square 
meal again, delicious steak[,] potatoes in cream[,] toast[,] hot biscuit[,] coffee[,] milk[,] hot cold 
tea & the best baked beans I have had in an age.  After ten we went to the Vinnedges for a brief 
call & at about 7:30 I started out for this den__  I got your dear letter at once on arriving here 
and enjoyed it tho I did think you rather implied what I don’t plead guilty to at all_  But Darling I 
know just how you feel & I don’t wonder a bit that you are very anxious for me to get away 
from here as soon as possible.  And I am as anxious as you could desire me to be.  I wont say 
that it is harder for me to wait than for you tho I am apt sometimes to feel that it is so & I suffer 
more in these separations.  I don’t really believe it is so or that we can compare it.  We both 
suffer almost more than we are able to endure.  I am thankful that we are drawing so close to 
the end.  In another week I shall begin packing up__  I spoke with Dr Smart today about some 
help for Summer work to get material for study & for the students to work upon & he spoke as 
if he thought the trustees would appropriate $50. or so for Zoological material.  I shall I think 
ask for that to be used if I see fit either by myself in person or by some one whom I could 
employ and I will then be ready to make any plans we decide to be best.  I have thought so 
much of going to some seashore place for a while & I hate to give it up for I know it would be so 
pleasant for us__  We can look it up after I get home.  I will bring the necessary tools & perhaps 
we shall decide to go to someplace on the shore.  I think that there will be but little trouble 
about my getting at least $50. or some such amount.  The boys didn’t commit any mischief last 
night & from now on _ we shall have Alexander on the watch and if any thing is done we shall 
put a head on it.  I hope nothing will be done but if anything is done I hope we shall nab_ the 
boy who tries it and boost him very suddenly___   I am afraid I shall not have a letter in the 
morning.  If you are un were unable to mail the letter in the morning on Friday it will not get 
here in time but Darling I shall understand that it couldn’t be helped tho I shall want it 
dreadfully all the same_  Now I must stop and I am going to bed as soon as I have patrolled a bit 
& instructed Alexander for the night.  I send you love love love without measure my Darling & 



want you more than I can tell you any thing about.  You must believe this for it is true  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  
Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  Ɵ  
  from your own 
       Harry. 


