
                Purdue May 8 [18]86__ 
My own darling Effie 
 I received your dear letter this evening on time and was so glad to have it.  I look so for 
them and they are the chief event in every day[,] those letters.  They are all I can have now & I 
do want them & look so for them.  Do you know Darling I have only just noticed that you have 
addressed this letter & also yesterdays 54 West 46th St.  I noticed that you wrote 51 W 37th  all 
right before but I didn’t notice last nights till just now.  It seemed so natural.  I wonder that I 
haven’t caught myself addressing your letters wrong.  The first one I wrote 51 W 37th St in place 
of your name I had the location so impressed on my mind.  It must seem strange to you to be in 
a new house & a new street.  I thank you for telling me all about the house & how you are all 
placed and I am glad that it is so very pleasant and comfortable.  We shall have some happy 
times in that house even if we can’t have any back porch.  I remember the street pretty well 
and guess I shall not have any trouble about finding you when I get to New York_  I suppose 
Darling you wondered why I didn’t read my letter yesterday till 10:30 P.M. and have thought I 
was a very inappreciative person.  I had no chance Darling.  Tho’ I wanted one badly enough I 
couldn’t have one after I finished got the letter till after ten oclock.  Yesterday morning I was 
called out of my geology lecture by Dr Vinnedge who wanted to make some inquiries about the 
students of mine who had Scarlet fever during the winter.  Mrs. V[innedge]. was with him in the 
carriage and she asked me to come over at five oclock to talk with the doctor and I was very 
glad to accept for 5 oclock means dinner at Dr V[innedge]’s and you know my principle_  We 
had a Fac[ulty] meeting at 3:30 and werent done at 4:30.  I got your letter then & after finishing 
the business we were on left before they adjourned and was 15 minutes late as it was.  I 
enjoyed my dinner so very much.  We had some kind of lake fish.  They called it salmon but it 
wasnt salmon.  It was baked & was perfectly delicious__  I am very fond of fish and it was the 
first good fish I have tasted in the west.  After that we sat about awhile.  Then Mrs V[innedge]. 
& I tried a Haydn Symphony & then Huston came in for me at about 8:30 and we came over 
here[,] had a smoke and at 10 o’clock Huston went home & I was at liberty for the first time.  I 
had however on my walk across the levee peeped & found some of the sweet things of your 
dear letter.  I have lately gotten up and put on clothes enough to escape catching cold and gone 
out at about 4:30 to see if the boys had got up any capers during the night.  I hadn’t found a 
thing and so yesterday this morning I stayed abed too tired to turn out for I was out at 12:30 
and I found out when I went on deck that the boys had cut up a prank the very night I didn’t 
happen to be on the alert.  Talk about luck__  They got a pair of overalls and a coat and stuffed 
them with straw[,] then they got a pitcher & painted it red in [ill.] of the complexion[,] put a hat 
on it[,] got up on a ladder & hung the effigy from a telephone wire with the huge placard 

Michael Golden 
    The Freshmans Revenge____ 



It must have been off awfully funny & I do wish I had seen the thing and gotten it down before 
the boys were out.  I wasn’t lucky enough tho to stay in on a good night & go out on a night 
when something was to be caught__  I think it is awfully funny how such things will happen___  
It seems that the Freshmen hate Golden because he makes them to the mark.  I am mighty glad 
he does & that I have company.  They might have the consolation of knowing that Golden hates 
some of them as much as I do & that is saying a good deal_  I would have given all my old shoes 
if I  could have caught one or two men who were engaged in the affair.  I don’t care if they were 
ringleaders or not___  I should enjoy giving them a scare_  These infernal students make me 
mad and I am in just the right mood to catch one now & if it didn’t require eternal vigilance I 
would drop on one of them and get him in a scrape___  Only four weeks more of work & I am 
done.  I feel too Darling that we are getting very comfortably near the end.  I do hope I can get 
away from here on Friday and should be so glad if it could be on Thursday but I suppose it can’t.  
I think I will come home by the Pennsylvania Central[,] if you are not going to meet me[,] for I 
shall get home at nearly the same time and shall have that wonder ful ride from Pittsburg[h] to 
Harrisburg they all tell so much about by daylight.  I do not yet know how it will be.  I am not 
sure that till I know at what time I can get away from here.  I am very impatient.  It seems 
hardly possible to wait until the time comes for me to be free but I must be patient and stand it.  
I had a very nice letter from Sue again today.  She writes the best letters of any of the girls[,] 
gets in the most news[,] makes them most interesting & dont go in a whole lot about how she 
hates it.  I think it takes half the pleasure out of a letter to feel that it was written from sheer 
sense of duty[,] tho even then they are better than none.  I am sorry Sue has been so slow 
coming around for she could have helped me so much by her [ill.] letters if she had been all 
right and I know her better than I do the girls__  However I am glad she seems so much better 
now & think that everything will work out all right now_____ 

Now Darling I must stop for I am very tired tho it is but ten oclock.  I will pick up some 
time to write in the morning but now I must bull dog a while & then I shall be tired enough to 
go to sleep as fast as I can.  Now my darling[,] good night. 

With fondest love 
       from your own 
             Harry___ 
 
My darling it is Sunday morning and all is quiet along the Potomac__  We are celebrating 

the day with a great rain[,] slow & constant.  I shall in a few minutes put on heavy shoes and 
prepare for a wetting & start over to the post office to get my letter.  It will be a good thing in 
two ways for it will give me a chance to escape the piano overhead which has just begun to 
work___  I enclose a veritable german word.   Don’t you think it is a pretty strong word[,] lots of 
consonants.  It is an adjective and when tacked to another word means that that thing has 
something to do with the history of Development.  I haven’t seen Dr Smart yet.  I don’t think he 



was over here yesterday.  He wasnt when I was about the building___  I shall see him very likely 
on Monday or early next week.  Darling when ought the bridesmaids ought to be notified of 
their honor__  Will it be time enough to see Ed Woodruff & Charlie Uebel[acker]__ when I get 
home or had I better write to them_  I should imagine it would be in plenty of time after I get 
home__  Do you remember saying that there was no unpleasant odor proceeding from the 
dentists operating room.  You took vengeance on me for my lapsi calami by spelling it oder and 
it looked so funny for you had gone over the word to give it a couple of finishing touches.  I 
think oder has always had a sort of funny look to me ever since I first saw it.  It is the German 
for our alternative conjunction or and I never see it without thinking how it would look in 
English___  Now I am going to start for the mail.  It is 8:45 and I can get my letter as soon as I 
get there & then come back with it and have a good time.  Oh Darling[,] my darling[,] I want you 
so I don’t get any comfort much.  It keeps me half miserable all the time.  I do love you my 
darling so very much and it seems very hard to be so far away from you__  Dear Dear Effie  __  
my Effie[,] I think of you constantly and the happy times we shall have when we feel that we 
are done with these separations_  Ɵ ƟƟ ƟƟ and the tenderest caresses & pettings and 
hundreds of longings for you my own darling 

from your own 
     Harry___ 
 

Give my love to your mother & Joul _____                                
 
Sue wanted me to tell you that you are expected at Madison on May 24th.  

  


