
         Purdue June 1 [18]86__ 
 
There Darling[,] my own Effie I began to write May.  That shows how little I think about the time 
don’t it?  Not a bit of it.  It shows how I am under the rule of habit & not how I forget the time 
for I don’t forget it at all_  I am so glad that it will be during this month & during the first half of 
the month.  Commencement seems not far away now & that means my soon release_  Oh Effie 
I can’t tell you how hard it is to wait or how I long for you, my darling darling little girl.  I am not 
yet over the first excitement of the news of the great event at Madison & a cyclone seems to 
have struck there if one may judge from your account of the excitement yesterday.  It is odd 
how unsuspected these things are always.  I dont a bit like the planning for Carries wedding to 
be all done by outside parties and the thing to be begun at once_  I must say that having a 
wedding to suit other people entirely don’t at all sit well with me and if I were Carrie I should 
put a head on that thing immediately & to [sic] once.  A girl has more right than a man to say 
how a wedding shall be conducted & if I were in Carrie’s shoes I should kick _  I guess Sue’s 
pleasure over the notion of Carries marrying is genuine for I think Sue realizes that it would 
make C[arrie]. very happy and she isn’t quite as close to Carrie as Mag.  They have always been 
most intimate and I think there is a closer intimacy between M[ag]. & C[arrie]. than between 
either & Sue_  It will break M[ag]. all up to have Carrie leave and I don’t wonder she feels pretty 
blue over it.  Both the girls will miss have to quit their heavy talk about how much it is 
necessary to have to live in any comfort for Carrie will only be made uncomfort able by it and I 
hope they wont bring up to Carrie her former stand on the sort of person she would marry & 
what she would have_  She had talked very large upon not marrying for love but she will be 
sensible now & I hope they wont bring up that old silly talk to her & make her take it back.  Of 
course a girl can’t know or a man either what they will do when they once fall in love & have 
the flame fanned by the sweet knowledge of being loved.  It is amusing to hear girls & men too 
for that matter before they have known anything about this sort of thing.  They are so smart 
and tell so fast what they will have & how they will behave but love so changes some natures 
that they are hardly the same nature after as before & as to predicting what the lover will do it 
cant be done__  I am sorry that the sentiment seems to be that they are sorry at home that 
Carrie should marry a minister.  They will get over that feeling as they have their first feeling 
against you but I am sorry they can’t be enthusiastic over it at first and if they say any such 
things as some they wrote me I do pity poor Carrie very much and I am afraid that she will have 
even a harder time for they are trained in saying things that are not by any means sugar coated.  
It will be a shame if Carrie has to have any extra bitterness stirred into this for it wont be by any 
means all sweetness[,] her engagement separated from her lover__  I should like to know how 
the Upham family regard the match.  I dont imagine they think their son has done as well as he 
might have done for Carrie is not the ideal ministers wife by any means tho she will make one 
of the best I feel sure as she grows older and grows into that life_  Then she isn’t rich & I 



imagine Dr. U[pham]. would not be the person to object if his son had chosen a wealthy wife.  
But on the other hand I dont imagine that he is the person to object at all & I think Carrie has 
done very well indeed to marry into that family__  I don’t consider that side of the question to 
be of great importance.  I think the first question is of their love.  If they love each other that 
settles it but the other question is also fair to consider as so much in addition and I look for a 
bright future for young Upham.  His father is a man of very wide influence in New England[,] 
very genial & very well liked[,] and I feel sure Carrie has done well and should be very glad if the 
other girls would do half as well.  Mr. U[pham]. isnt at all like a poor student who has to fight 
his way in the ministry as elsewhere against more favored competitors and I think Carrie is 
mighty lucky in her affair_  It isn’t as if Mr. U[pham]. were some poor stick in the ministry as 
many are.  He is a bright[,] sharp[,] live man & will do a good thing I feel sure.  I like him and 
have contemplated this thing for some time as satisfactory if it should come about.  I am sorry 
she has to taste some of our cup of separation but it will never be as bitter as ours has been for 
she will never be as far from her lover as we have been apart and I hope they will not have so 
long to wait.  Darling I do not know when you intend to go to New York and so I shall be 
uncertain where to send my letters.  Perhaps you will tell me in your letter today.   If you do not 
I shall assume that you will go down to New York on Saturday night for you will not want to stay 
away any longer than you have to and I suppose you can get away on Saturday and yet you will 
have all you can do up to the moment Laura [Burch] gets done_  Darling I think you might be 
more careful so that I should know of your movements in time if you want me to try & get 
letters to you & I know you do want the letters.  It seems to me you don’t half take care to let 
me know where to write and I have to just hunt around & go at it sort of blind.  I know it isn’t 
because you don’t care for the letters but at first sight it would look that way but I believe it is 
because it is so far ahead we have to look to prepare for that sort of thing that it is too late 
before any one knows we realize it.  This will be the last time and you will I suppose be at home 
from the time of your arrival till I get there.     

Darling what plans have you made for our meeting or have you been too busy to plan it 
out?  Let me know where I am to see you and if I am to see you alone at first or shall we have to 
be with the others at once.  They have always been very considerate of us Except Lottie & she 
don’t see into the case so she cant be but she wont be home__  You must write me soon & tell 
me just what to do and I shall on either assumption[,] viz that I arrive at the house at or near 
10. pm. or 9. a.m.  If I get in at 9 a.m. Darling you could meet me at the depot if you wished but 
perhaps we would be happier to meet at the house if we could meet alone but very likely we 
couldn’t.  So if I should get in in the morning train by Penn[sylvani]a I should be at Courtlandt 
[sic] St[reet]. Ferry at 8:40 & think I should prefer that you would be there.  I may at the last 
minute decide to come on the Central.  If I leave here in the night I think I shall may do so 
possibly but shall then take the Penn[sylvani]a probably as by the Central I should not get in to 
New York until 12 oclock at noon & I had rather not spend those extra hours riding__  My 



present plan Darling is to leave here on Friday afternoon and catch the train no. 8 on the 
enclosed table.  I can catch it at Fort Wayne or I can run down thru Indianapolis etc_  If by any 
possibility I could get away on Thursday night I would catch the no[.] 6 and that would be so 
much better.  If I am unable to leave during the day of Friday I could catch that no[.] 6 on 
Saturday & be with you on Sunday morning.  Of course Darling those night trains would be 
horrible to take for my comfort in the journey.  I should have two nights on the train & the day 
in the stupid flat Ohio but I don’t care for either those or that I must lose the ride through 
Penn[sylvani]a by day light in comparison with hurrying home.  I cant tell yet just what the plan 
will be but I expect now to leave here at 4 p.m.[,] go to Fort Wayne & catch this no[.] 8 train[,] 
the Chicago Day Express _  By leaving at     [he left the time blank] pm & going to Indianapolis I 
can go $l.00 cheaper & catch the same train at Pittsburg[h] but I shall feel more secure if I go to 
Fort Wayne[,] for if we should miss the Day Express I can catch the Limited no[.] 2 one hour 
later.  If I did that I should be in N[ew] Y[ork] at 7 PM and you could Darling[,] if you wished[,] 
meet me at Jersey City where we parted that 8th day of September.  Now Effie mine[,] I must 
close & go about my work__  Oh Darling I wish it were now next Friday.  With fondest love 
always your own 

Harry 
                                                           


